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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, ASEC, IT 

SUB J : TURIN BRIGATE ROSSE TRIAL: B.R. LEADERS LARGELY GIVEN 
MAXIMUM SENTENCES REQUESTED BY PROSECUTION 

1 . SUMMARY. AFTER ALMOST FOUR MONTHS OF TRIAL PROCEEDINGS 
AND UNIQUE AND HIGHLY UNUSUAL 100-PLUS HOURS "IN CAMERA," 

SENTENCES WERE HANDED DOWN JUNE 23 IN HISTORIC BRIGATE 
ROSSE (B.R.) TRIAL IN TURIN. B.R. LEADER RENATO CURCIO RECEIVED 
MAXIMUM REQUESTED BY PROSECUTION, 15 YEARS. AND OTHER SENTENCES 
WERE MAINLY IN LINE WITH THOSE REQUESTED BY PROSECUTION. 

LONG HISTORY OF THIS LEGAL EFFORT TO PROTECT DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS IN ITALY, WHICH GOES BACK TO 1974 ACTS AND 
CURCIO'S SECOND CAPTURE IN JANUARY 1976, HAS NOW ENDED 
(ALTHOUGH THERE WILL BE APPEALS). CITY OF TURIN CAN WELL 
BE PROUD TO HAVE CARRIED THROUGH WITH THIS MOST DIFFICULT 
TASK AND AN IMPORTANT STEP HAS BEEN TAKEN IN ITALY'S EFFORTS 
TO COMBAT TERRORISM. THIS REPORT OUTLINES HISTORY OF TRIAL 
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AND TURIN'S EFFORTS TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. JUNE 23 JUDGEMENT. AFTER RECORD-SETTING 100 HOURS OF 
CLOSED DELIBERATION, TWO OFFICIAL JUDGES AND SIX POPULAR JUDGES 
HANDED DOWN SENTENCES AND PRESIDING JUDGE BARBARO READ THEM 
TO PACKED TURIN COURTROOM AT 1700 LOCAL. JUNE 23. DEFENDANTS 
CHOSE TO REMAIN ABSENT. ACCORDING TO IMMEDIATE RADIO 
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REPORTS, JUDGES AGREED WITH 15-YEAR SENTENCES REQUESTED BY 
PROSECUTION FOR CURCIO AND BASSI, BUT LOWERED OTHERS TO 
14.6 FOR FRANCESCHINI, 14.9 FOR BERTOLAZZI, 13 FOR FERRARI 
AND 9 FOR BUONAVITA. PROSECUTION REQUESTS FOR OTHER SENTENCES 
RANGING FROM 10 TO 3 YEARS GENERALLY WERE AGREED WITH BY 
JUDGES, ALTHOUGH TWO ADDITIONAL NAMES (FROM PROSECUTION 
REQUEST OF 14) WERE ADDED TO THOSE DISMISSED BECAUSE OF 
INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE (REQUESTED SENTENCES HAD BEEN 5 AND 3 
YEARS). DEFENDANTS HAD PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED THEIR INTENTION 
TO APPEAL ANY SENTENCES AND LEGAL PROCESS THEREFORE WILL 
CONTINUE FOR AT LEAST 18 TO 24 MONTHS. ALMOST ALL OF THOSE 
SENTENCED TODAY FACE OTHER TRIALS IN MILAN BASED ON 
PROSECUTION FOR OFFENSES OTHER THAN THOSE CONSIDERED AT 
TURIN TRIAL. 

3. FOR THE PAST 107 DAYS, TURIN'S OLD LAMARMORA MILITARY 
BARRACKS, FOUR BLOCKS FROM THE CONSULATE, HAS BEEN THE SITE OF 
THE TRIAL OF SO-CALLED "HISTORICAL LEADERS" OF THE B.R. 

ONE MUST RETURN TO 1969/70 PERIOD TO FIND SPECIFIC BEGINNINGS 
OF ROAD WHICH EIGHT YEARS LATER LED TO SENTENCES HANDED DOWN 
TODAY. IN 1967, B.R. LEADER RENATO CURCIO FORMED A 
UNIVERSITY MOVEMENT IN TRENTO CALLED "UNIVERSITA' 

NEGATIVA" AND IN 1969/70, SPLINTER GROUPS UNDER VARIOUS 
NAMES BEGAN TO APPEAR IN MILAN ALONG WITH THESE NAMES, ONE 
FIRST BEGAN TO HEAR OF ANOTHER NEW GROUP - BRIGATE ROSSE, A 
CLANDESTINE GROUP WITH TIGHT AND SECURE INTERNAL ORGANIZA- 
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TION AND WHOSE PHILOSOPHY COULD BE SUMMED UP IN ONE OF THEIR 
MANY SLOGANS: "THE WORKING CLASS HAS TO BE THE DETONATOR OF 
THE TOTAL REVOLUTION IN A SOCIETY WITH NO MORE REASON TO 
EXIST." 

4. JUDICIAL INQUIRIES FOLLOWING THE 1969/70 KIDNAPPINGS 

OF SIT-SIEMENS MANAGER MACCHIARINI, TRADE UNIONIST LABATA AND 
FIAT MANAGER AMERIO BROUGHT NAMES OF CURREN TURIN 
DEFEND ANTYS INTO NATIONAL IROMINANCE: CURCIO, SEMERIA, 

PELLI, AND FRANCESCHINI. THE APRIL 18, 1974 KIDAPPING AND 
EVENTUAL RELEASE OF GENOA MAGISTRATE MARIO SOSSI RESULTED IN 
TURIN BEING DESIGNATED AS AUTHORITIES' OPERATIVE CENTER 
TO CARRY OUT INVESTIGATION OF SOSSI'S KIDNAPPING. 

5. ON SEPT. 8, 1974, CURCIO AND FRANCESCHINI WERE CAPTURED 
NEAR PINEROLO IN TURIN PROVINCE. (B.R. COMMANDO RAID ON 
CASALE PRISON, ALESSANDRIA PROVINCE, FREED CURCIO IN FEB. 

1975, BUT HE WAS AGAIN CAPTURED IN A MILAN APARTMENT IN 
JAN. 1976. CURCIO'S WIFE, SINCE 1969, WAS KILLED DURING 

MAY 1975 B.R./CARABINIERI SHOOTOUT NEAR ACQUI( ALESSANDRIA 
PROVINCE.) INVESTIGATION CONTINUED AND ON OCT. 31, 1975, 

COURT ISSUED SUMMONSES TO ABOUT 50 PERSONS ON VARIOUS 
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CHARGES CONNECTED WITH B.R. ORGANIZATION, ONE OF WHICH 
WAS "CONSTITUTION OF ARMED GANG.” IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECALL 
TIME PERIOD OF ACTION S UNDER INVESTIGATION AS IT CONTROLS 
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... AS IT CONTROLS SUBSEQUENT LEGAL STEPS, I.E., CONTROLLING 
ITALIAN LAW IS OLDER "ROCCO PUBLIC ORDER LAW" RATHER THAN 
NEWER (MAY 22, 1975) "REALE PUBLIC ORDER LAW" WITH ITS 
MORE STRICTLY DEFINED CRIMES AND HEAVIER PENALTIES. 

6. USUAL JAM IN COURT CALENDARS CAUSED B.R. TRIAL RESULTING 
FROM ABOVE COURT ACTION TO BEGIN IN TURIN ON MAY 16, 1976 
AND IMMEDIATE B.R. RESPONSE WAS KILLING OF GENOA DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY COCO AND HIS GUARD. LEGAL WRANGLING AT OPENING 
OF TURIN TRIAL REVOLTED MAINLY AGROUND B.R. DEFENDANTS' 
REFUSAL TO APPOINT OWN DEFENSE COUNSEL OR ACCEPT COURT- 
APPOINTED DEFENSE. LEGAL IMPASSE RESULTED AND TRIAL 
ADJOURNED ON JUNE 9 UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1976, AGAIN IN 
TURIN. VARIOUS LEGAL BATTLE AGAIN POSTPONED TRIAL, 

BUT ROLE OF TURIN COURT AND VENUE WAS STRENGTHENED BY COURT 
OF CASSATION REAFFIRMING DECISION THAT TURIN TRIBUNAL IS 
COMPETENT VENUE FOR B.R. TRIAL. 
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7. BY APRIL 1977, TURIN COURT WAS AGAIN READY TO REOPEN 
B.R. TRIAL, AND B.R. REACTION WAS TO ASSASINATE FULVIO 
CROCE, 76- YEAR OLD PRES. OF TURIN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO DESIGNATE DEFENSE COUNSELS. GOI 
IMMEDIATELY ISSUED DECREE PREVENTING RELEASE OF B.R. 
DEFENDANTS AS TIME LIMIT FOR OPENING TRIAL WAS ABOUT TO 
EXPIRE. POSTPONEMENT OF TRIAL DATE BECAUSE OF TERRORIST 
AND OTHER ACTS "BENEFITTING" B.R. DEFENDANTS WOULD NOT 
FORCE RELEASE OF SUCH DEFENDANTS AS WOULD BE CASE OTHERWISE. 
TRIAL HAD TO BE POSTPONED ONCE AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 

1978 AS ALL "POPULAR JUDGES" (SEE BELOW) REFUSED TO SERVE. 

IN THE INTERIM, TURIN AGAIN SHOCKED WITH NOV. 16, 1977 
ASSASINATION OF NATIONALLY WELL-KNOWN "LA STAMPA" VICE- 
DIRECTOR CARLO CASALEGNO (77 TURIN 487 AND 498). 

8. CURRENT TRIAL: 

A. WITH TERRORISTIC ACTS STEEPLY ON THE RISE PRIOR TO THE 
SPRING 1978 SCHEDULED OPENING OF THE TURIN B.R. TRIAL, 

PRESIDING JUDGE GUIDO BARBARO CALLED UPON ALL HIS CON- 
SIDERABLE LEGAL SKILL IN ORDER TO OBTAIN REQUIRED "GIUDICI 
POPOLARI" (SIX POPULAR JUDGES WHO SIT WITH COURT JUDGES 
THROUGHOUT TRIAL AND DURING FINAL, CLOSED DELIBERATIVE 
SESSIONS WHICH RESULT IN COURT'S DECISION AND SENTENCES). 
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... AND SENTENCES). COURT HAD REVISED RANDOM NAME SELEC- 
TION SYSTEM SO AS TO ASSURE ITSELF IT WOULD NOT RUN 
OUT OF CANDIDATES AS HAD OCCURRED PREVIOUSLY. OF 137 
NAMES DRAWN, 64 WERE EXCUSED BY THE COURT AFTER 
RIGOROUS EXAMINATION OF THEIR REASONS, 36 WERE 
CONDEMNED AND FINED FOR REFUSING TO SERVE, 7 HAD MOVED 
RESIDENCES OUTSIDE COURT S JURISDICTION, 13 EXCUSED FOR OTHER 
REASONS AND 6 HAD DIED. ELEVEN AGREED TO SERVE, INCLUDING 
RADICAL PARTY SECRETARY ADELAIDE AGLIETTA, WHOSE NAME 
PURELY BY CHANCE CAME OUT OF THE DRAWING. THOSE AGREEING 
TO SERVE FORMED NECESSARY SIX POPULAR JUDGES (WITHOUT WHICH 
TRIAL CANNOT BE HELD) PLUS 5 SUBSTITUTES (WHO HAVE HAD 
TO ATTEND EVERY SESSION). MASSIVE SECURITY EFFORT MOUNTED 
TO PROTECT THESE CITIZENS, ALONG WITH WELL-CONCEIVED 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN TO RECONSTRUCT OLD LAMARMORA 
MILITARY BARRACKS SO AS TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM SECURITY 
FOR TRIAL SITE (AT A COST OF 350 MILLION LIRE TO CITY 
OF TURIN). 
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B. TRIAL OPENED IN TURIN ON MARCH 9, 1978, WITH GREAT 
AUDIBLE SIGN OF RELIEF THAT IT AHD ACTUALLY STARTED, 

BUT ALSO ACCOMPANIED BY HIGH LEVEL OF TENSION IN TURIN 
AS CITY AWAITED NEXT B.R. TERRORISTIC REACTION. MORNING 

OF MARCH 10, TURIN PRISON GUARD BERARDI (FORMERLY WITH TURIN 
ANTI-TERRORISTIC SQUAD) WAS ASSASINATED ON CROWDED 
CENTRAL STREET. TURIN CITIZENRY STIFFENED, ADDITIONAL 
PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES WERE IMPORTED INTO TURIN, JUDGE 
BARBARO AND POPULAR JUDGES STUCK TO THEIR TASK AND THE 
TRIAL CONTINUED. (PSI CONTINUED WITH ITS ORIGINAL PLAN 
AND HELD ITS NATIONAL PARTY CONGRESS IN TURIN MARCH 29- 
APRIL 2.) 

C. COURT APPOINTED DEFENSE COUNSELS FOR NINE OF 46 
DEFENDANTS, THE MAJOR B.R. DEFENDANTS. REMAINING 37 
DEFENDANTS HIRED THEIR OWN DEFENSE COUNSELS. TRIAL 
PROCEEDED DAY BY DAY UNDER JUDGE BARBARO'S ALTERNATING 
FIRM AND RELAXED DIRECTION, BUT ALWAYS RELENTLESSLY 
MOVING FORWARD. 

D. PROSECUTION SUMMED UP ON JUNE 3 AND REQUESTED PUNISH- 
MENTS RANGING FROM 15 YEARS FOR SIX DEFENDANTS, 10 YEARS 
FOR ANOTHER SEVEN DEFENDANTS AND 8 TO 3 YEARS FOR THE 
REMAINDER. PROSECUTION ASKED FOR DISMISSALS FOR 14 
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DEFENDANTS. 

E. IN SUM. OF 46 DEFENDANTS, SENTENCES REQUESTED FOR 
32, WHILE 14 WERE DISMISSED BY PROSECUTION. N.B.: 

AS EMPHASIZED ABOVE, IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECALL THAT THESE 
"LIGHT" SENTENCE REQUESTS BY PUBLIC PROSECUTOR MUST BE 
SEEN IN LIGHT OF "ROCCO PUBLIC ORDER LAW" AND FACT 
CHARGES CONSIDERED DURING THIS TURIN TRIAL ALL RELATED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO ACTS COMMITTED BEFORE 1974. NO MURDER CHARGES WERE 
MADE. KIDNAPPINGS IN 1974 AND BEFORE CALLED FOR LESS 
SEVERE PUNISHMENT THAN TODAY. MAJOR CHARGES WAS 
"CONSTITUTION OF ARMED GANG" WHICH UDER ROCCO LAW IS 
PUNISHABLE WITH A 5 TO 15 YEAR SENTENCE. 
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... YEAR SENTENCE. 

9. COMMENT. 
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A. OUR PUBLIC SECURITY, LEGAL AND MAGISTRATE CONTACTS 
HAVE ALL COMPLIMENTED PRESIDING BARB ARCS EVEN-HANDED 
AND FIRM CONTROL OVER THIS DIFFICULT AND HIGHLY EMOTIONAL 
TRIAL. THER HAS NOT BEEN A DAY OVER LAST FOUR MONTHS 
WITHOUT INTENSE PRESS, TV AND RADIO COVERAGE OF THIS TRIAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL PRESS CORPS ATTENDANCE WAS ALSO SIGNIFICANT. 
"HISTORICAL B.R. LEADERS" WERE ALLOWED TO SAY ALMOST ANY- 
THING AND THEIR EXCHANGES WITH BARBARO COULD WELL BE TURNED 
INTO AN EXCELLENT AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING PLAY, A VERBATIM 
ACCOUNT TRIAL A LA T.S. ELIOT. BARBARO DID NO ALLOW 
DEFENDANTS TO OVERSTEP LEGAL PARAMETERS, HOWEVER, AND HE 
IN MAY IMMEDIATELY HAD CURCIO AND SEVERAL OTHERS CHARGED AND 
SENTENCED WHEN THEY WENT TOO FAR IN THEIR STATEMENTS 
APPLAUDING MORO ASSASINATION (TURIN 196). 
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B. EVEN WITH LONG, DRAWN-OUT MORO TRAGEDY AND TRAUMA, 
TURIN POPULATION REMAINED CALM VIS-A-VIS B.R. TRIAL, 
RESOLVING EVEN MORE FIRMLY TO SEE FAIR TRIAL THROUGH 
TO ITS CONCLUSION, DEMONSTRATING STRONG DESIRE TO PROTECT 
RIGHTS OF THE DEFENDANTS, NO MATTER WHETHER THEY WERE 
B.R. OR NOT. 


C. . PUBLIC ORDER FORCES, TURIN GOVERNMENT, PIEDMONT 
POLITICIANS AND CITY'S POPULATION RIGHTFULLY EARNED 
LAURELS IN PROTECTION OF DEMOCRATIC IDEALS AND INSTITUTIONS 
IN THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD OF ITALIAN HISTORY. AS PUBLIC 
SECURITY HEAD TOLD ME, BUT NOT WITHOUT SOME TREPIDATION, 
PERHAPS TURIN WILL NOW BE CHOSEN FOR FUTURE TERRORIST 
TRIALS, HAVING DONE SO WELL DURING THIS HISTORIC PERIOD. 

COST IN LIVES AND WOUNDINGS FROM TERRORIST ACTS WAS HEAVY, 
HOWEVER, BEGINNING WITH ASSASINATION OF LAWYERS' ASSOCIA- 
TION PRES. CROCE IN APRIL 77, AND ENDING WITH JUNE 21, 

1978 ASSASINATION OF POLICEMAN IN GENOA (FORMERLY WITH TURIN 
ANTI-TERRORISM UNIT) - FIVE DEAD AND NINE WOUNDED IN TURIN. 
WRIGHT 
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